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This policy brief has been developed
under the project “Role of local govern-
ments’ policies in creating multicultural
society: Review of policy and practices
to support migrants in municipal/
provincial level in Thailand and Japan”,
supported by Toyota Foundation, Japan.
This policy brief is developed on the
basis of background research and two
workshops with stakeholders in Samut
Sakhon on June 2, 2014 and September
23,2014,

The study was conducted by the Institute
for Population and Social Research,
Mahidol University, Thailand with other
consortium members (Asian Institute
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National University, Japan; Toyo Eiwa
University, Japan; and Yokohama Muni-
cipality, Japan).
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and contribution to complete this policy
brief.
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MIGRANT CHILDREN'’S EDUCATION: SAMUT SAKHON

Pic Source:
http://timedotcom.
files.wordpress.
com/2014/06/rtr3t-
vi0.jpg?w=1100
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About 17,292 school-age migrants
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Only 16% of school-age migrants

receive education

® 11% in public schools.”

* 5% in education centers funded by
NGOs.”
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MIGRANT CHILDREN’S EDUCATION

1,819 migrant children studying in
public schools, majority of them are
from Myanmar.

Sources: L
* dayadldlunsdumanndrinnuasiuindnedszonAnenaymaanas
** ﬁﬂuﬂﬂmﬂum?ﬁ’]mm@ﬁn Labour Rights Promotion Network Foundation (LPN)
- patszinudadausinaaauiiangianiuaingud One Stop Service Saninaynaanas lugae 30 e, - 30 f.A. W.A. 2557
o dayanldlunisAtuinann
- fusl One Stop Service A inayMIa1As 11t 30 &8, - 30 A.A. W.A. 2557
- Atinaudpmnaudaninagmeanas ou Jui 30 e w.A. 2557

* Data for calculation sourced from Samut Sakhon Primary Educational Service Area Office.

**  Data for calculation sourced from Labour Rights Promotion Network Foundation (LPN).

*** Number of school-age migrants in Samut Sakhon was calculated on the basis of number of children who contacted One Stop Service, Samut Sakhon
between June 30 and October 30, 2014.

**%% Calculated from database of
- One Stop Service, Samut Sakhon: Data collected from June 30 - October 30, 2014.
- Samut Sakhon Provincial Employment Office: Data as of June 30, 2014.
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WHY IS THE EDUCATION OF MIGRANT CHILDREN IMPORTANT?

Pic Source:
http://www.helping
theburmesedelta.org
helpingtheburmese
delta.org

Improving Health
and Education in
Burma (Myanmar)
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Importance

Human rights

Education for all

Protection from child labor
Investment in human capital

Overcoming labor shortage in
Thailand

Economic development of the
country

Promoting peace, social solidarity,
internationality and multiculturalism
in the society
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(Thai Frozen Foods Association, 2012;
Srakaew, 2014b).
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Education could be an effective
route to eradicate child labor.
With its wealth of experience in
experimenting with education
services to migrant children, Samut
Sakhon could be a model to guide
other provinces toward similar
programs in migrant education.

Educating migrant children can
have positive effect on disease
control, prevention of labor exploi-
tation and human trafficking, since
they will be more informed and
capable adults in the near future.

One of the advantages of educating
migrant children is that Samut
Sakhon will benefit from a pool of
educated workforce. Many migrant
children are likely to stay long. Some
are second or third generation
migrants. Since the low fertility
rate, rapid population aging, and
severe shortage of workforce in
Thailand, educating migrant children
means a larger and better qualified
workforce in the future.

Provision of proper education to
migrants will also increase the level
of confidence of migrants who are
considering moving to Thailand.
This provision may attract more
migrants to Thailand and to Samut
Sakhon which will give the country
a larger pool of higher skilled work-
force.

Educating migrant children also
means that Thai schools will be
able to promote internationality
and multiculturalism which will
equip both Thai and migrant
students for the coming ASEAN
Economic Community (AEC).

Moreover, migrant children edu-
cation programs will promote
peace and create social solidarity
among ASEAN nations, and contri-
bute to better relationships with
neighboring countries. (Thai Frozen
Foods Association, 2012, Srakaew, 2014b).
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WHY CAN'T THE MAJORITY OF MIGRANT CHILDREN ATTEND THAI SCHOOLS?

Pic Source:
http://globetrooper.
com/notes/join-a-
charity-cycling-chal-
lenge-in-cambodia/
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Article 28 of the “Con-
vention on the Rights
of the Child (CRC)"

e Thailand is a signatory to “Con-
vention on the Rights of the Child
(CRC)". Article 28 stipulates that
countries have obligation to provide
compulsory and free primary Edu-
cation for all children living within
the territory, irrespective of their
legal status.

e As a member of the CRC, Thailand
must follow this agreement as well.

e A 2005 Cabinet Resolution on
education for unregistered persons
allows children who do not have
legal status to enroll in any Thai
public school certified by the
Ministry of Education.

11



viluyasnatuvessinuiunfduivgiseululsaSeulveladls
WHY CAN'T THE MAJORITY OF MIGRANT CHILDREN ATTEND THAI SCHOOLS?

12

oy

. FgunaliiuundiRndnauluizes

NsANEMYIBANTINTNG Usenauiu
aaziaenRanan sl Faud
Tdmaunazlinsaungu liseEem
vanguetallFusndnumnmdn Ge

HAINNAINATNATNNTOAIUNNEN
A1ead M lAaiTyuinisdaans
FENINATUALANT VTN

192938 uFaIUNFLNTEANwAN T aNe)
a & = Y
NUagAFNlsEeuAaaNn1selunng
% 0 Ay X A
ANANUTRE LTz A I UNLR

(Jaihaw, 2012).

Problems

The government does not have a
clear guideline on the education
of migrant children, and policies
are not well-communicated to
schools. Hence, many schools do not
accept migrant children.

Due to lack of language skills, com-
munication is a problem between
teachers and migrant students.

Additional financial burden. Schools
frequently need to hire extra transla-
tors or local coordinators. (Jaihaw,
2012).
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Pic Source:

Schools Bring Hope
and Happiness to the
Children of Myanmar
| The Nippon Foun-
dation

http://www.nippon
foundation.or.jp/en/
what/spotlight/myan-
mar/storyl/
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(Jaihaw, 2012; Wantanasombat, 2013).
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l. Schools that accept migrant students

In 2013, there were 104 schools in Samut Sakhon province, 81 of them accepted
migrant students. - the problems are:

16

Language barriers between teachers
and students, and incomplete
communication among children.

Adaptation, particularly for first
grade students, who have to adapt
to different culture and expected
behaviors in Thai society.

Additional financial burden on
schools to hire more teachers,
translators and local coordinators.

Attitude of Thai parents, many of
whom express concern that educa-
tion quality in schools will drop if
migrant students are accepted.

The content of the courses, parti-
cularly Thai history books relating
to wars between Thailand and
neighboring countries, needs to be
reviewed.

Due to the fluid nature of parental
occupation, migrant children are
often not registered in time, and
the school is unable to include
them among the students eligible
for central government subsidy.
In such cases, the school ends up
covering the cost of these non-
subsidized students. However,
there are some cases where the
difficulty in maintaining an accurate
number of students is exploited,
and schools have over-reported the
number of students. (Jaihaw, 2012;
Wantanasombat, 2013).
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(Wantanasombat, 2013, Jaihaw, 2012).
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Language barriers.

Not keen to review curriculum and
course content with respect to
suitability for non-Thai students (such
as reviewing history textbooks).

Lack of resources to hire teachers,
translators and classrooms.

Fear that Thai parents might withdraw
their children from school if they
admit migrant children.

School administrators and teachers
have negative attitudes toward
migrants, although this has improved
considerably.

Dropout rates are used to judge
school performance. Therefore,
schools fear that accepting more
migrant students might increase
the dropout rates. There is high
possibility that migrant children
cannot complete schooling because
of several reasons:
- they are not able to catch up,
- they are less motivated to learn
in Thai,
- they need to move out because
of parents’ unstable employment.

Il. Schools that do not accept migrant students:

Previously, some schools had feared
that migrant students’ academic
performance might be low, because
of initial language barrier and
possible lack of parental support.
This would affect other students’
performance. However, this conser-
vative perception was eradicated
by the performance of migrant
children as well as their hard work
and sense of responsibility.

Many schools believe that if migrant
children are not registered, schools
are not able to claim subsidy from
the central government. (Wantana-
sombat, 2013, Jaihaw, 2012).




Jeymilozlstng

WHAT ARE THE PROBLEMS?

20

H.ﬁﬂnﬂsaa

wssnudnnenflulssmealnaanuam
NINAIYATUAUIIAUNALLTENA
?:/ ' = =) e @

FaFNELNEN 1-2 T WAANBNLINAL
naunnUszwmalnedniilenns 4-6 1

ATALASIL I UINNTV AR A NARAN

47 “LANARRITINALNTNINNY” YFe
“infafuriaurinlfveugiila’
AW lFIEN I T RS WK Gy
YR aLAgaLEn

WUt Ag Ul N uesIINng
= S gy A
ANE1289YATNATUNA LTI 8 714
Y1 [ 1 1 1 =
wazuddnazlusasanadnanizau
A = o 1 Y
virelaaBauayLnasiuayuAnldane
¥ & o Y U 1 a L4 U
finAsasidafasane AUl
YRTUANL

wandsg A laladegnidnizeu
wazldFunsmeudfjaslneianiy

= = dl o
anlsFaululmniasnaiuisnsy
TnFaulMNeaa U U TN
d! U 1 o o o @ al
TugdusduiuinFuulnaffiym
4 da .

(7R FeuT Uiy

waud/gunasasldivivilselamiines
U =
nsliymsnauGsululszmalne
w1t esannlianuisndansie
AusvLLNNIANEN Ll mAne e
FAuLANFA1TWlUITILNNANEN

U FEAUNNTANEN VBT LIUNNT 15

AT UL F99IUANUIBHNIN
- e e A e . .
Hanunivinlunganazndvlie)
UM ARUNIAUNINNA

waeudaNTIANA9N19gnAUN N
gilnasesndagnaunuindegnineiala
IgaanzitewdnGeululssGaulneg

(Panitchakul, 2014, Srakaew, 2014a;,
Wantanasombat, 2013).
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Il1l. Parents

Many migrant parents in Thailand
send their children back to their
country of origin after birth. Some
of them come back to Thailand at
the age of 4 — 6, and they do not
speak any Thai.

Migrant parents often believe that
“good children help their parents’
work” or “hard working children
make parents proud”. This encou-
rages many migrant children to
start working at an early age.

Education cost is still expensive for
a majority of the migrants. Although
the school fee is free, or heavily
subsidized in some kindergartens,
migrant parents still have to pay for
transportation and other costs.

Migrant parents are discouraged
since they are rejected from schools.
Often, seats in municipal schools
are limited, and there are not enough
seats even for Thai children.

/‘I\
Migrant parents do not see much
value in giving their children
education in Thailand since grades/
certificates in Thailand cannot be
transferred to schools in their own
countries, and many migrants are

hoping to go back to their countries
eventually.

Migrant parents have extremely
high fear of being arrested. Some
parents are afraid of being arrested
if they send their unregistered
children to school. (Panitchakul, 2014;
Srakaew, 2014a; Wantanasombat, 2013).
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Other opinions:

Some migrant parents, whose
children are enrolled in schools
or learning centers, seem to be
satisfied with their children’s educa-
tion and have no objection to their
children studying at Thai schools or
schools being run by NGOs.

Some migrant parents can afford
tuition fees, and feel that the
education costs are not very high.

Moreover, some Thai informants
pointed out that the attitudes of
local Thais toward schools with
migrant children are not negative
as in the past. On the contrary, it
is even becoming positive. People
are now aware of the benefits of
studying Burmese language.
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WHAT HAS BEEN DONE SO FAR?

a1 ﬂ%};‘i Government sector

. wnsernAnFeululseFeuiguia ¢ Government has provided special

ID cards to migrant children who

enroll in Thai public schools which

agflulszin Alnelsng 10 T allow them to stay in Thailand for ten
years.

azldtinsdszansianeynyialiende

@ ada = o0
. Lﬂﬂlﬂ’mﬁj’mv}L?ﬂquINL?ﬂu?ﬁ‘Llﬁ@ o Al migrant children, who are in

TAFunisguanaraduayuduLheg Thai schools receive equal support
o s o as Thai students regardless of
ﬂU‘LAﬂLﬁ‘EIuiV]ﬁI (Wantanasombat, 2013, their status.(Wantanasombat, 2013;
KomChadLuek newspaper, 2014). KomChadLuek newspaper, 2014).
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(Srakaew, 2013).

NGOs

NGOs are building education
centers in large migrant communities
under the concept “close to home,
close to school”, which will allow
migrant children to easily commute
to and from schools.

Classes are offered on Sunday for
migrant workers and child workers,
where they learn about their
rights and relevant laws to protect
themselves.

Special classes in basic Thai
language are offered to break
language barriers and allow migrant
children to successfully study in
Thai public schools.

Labour Rights Promotion Network
Foundation (LPN) offers expert
support to any school that wants to
accept migrant children but lacks
the experiences. (Srakaew, 2013).
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Business sector

Companies and NGOs are now
working together to stop child labor
in Samut Sakhon by providing proper
education to migrant children.

Thai Fishery Producers Coalition
(TFPC) and Thai Frozen Foods Associa-
tion (TFFA) are now working with
the public administration to solve
the problem. The “Good Practice”
concept in Thailand now clearly
states that public companies should
contribute to stop child labor.

Thai Union Frozen Products PCL
(TUF) has recently opened TUF Care
Center in Samut Sakhon, which
teaches Thai language to pre—school
migrant children to prepare them
for public primary schools.

The Samut Sakhon Chamber of
Commerce encourages companies
to provide free day care services
for migrant children in the area, in
order to provide appropriate devel-
opment opportunities for migrant
children at different age groups.
(Srakaew, 2013, Nithiwongrit, 2013).
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Samut Sakhon has a wealth of experience spread among different
factors. In order to build on these experiences and solve the problems
identified, Samut Sakhon province can:

Pic Source:
http://www.nippon
foundation.or.jp/en/ °
what/spotlight/
myanmar/storyl/
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Introduce education volunteers.
Similar to health volunteers in the
communities, education volunteers
will identify school-age children in
migrant communities, link them to
schools, and provide guidance and
consultation to migrant parents on
children’s education.

Establish regular meetings
between schools and learning
centers. Migrant parents have

different needs for their children’s
education. Some want them to go
to Thai schools, and some want their
children to learn Burmese (or their
own language), but children might
go back and forth between the
two systems. There is a need for
schools and learning centers to meet
regularly to establish a seamless
education system to improve choices
for migrant children.
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2013; Arphattananon, 2012, LPN, 2011).
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Facilitate TAOs to support/
manage learning centers.
Currently, learning centers are
organized by NGOs through external
funding. In order to make these
learning centers sustainable, TAOs
where a large number of migrants
reside, can undertake it as part of
their services to the community.

Review education content.
Reviewing the content of textbooks
and courses to make it more
acceptable to non-Thai students,

N
y-
|

especially the way history is being
taught.

Facilitate funding to schools from
public and private sectors. Since
there are a number of factories
in Samut Sakhon that benefit from
the presence of migrant workers,
Samut Sakhon province can link
funding needs of schools with
interested factories. (Nithiwongrit,
2013; Arphattananon, 2012, LPN, 2011).
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