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Summary

This book provides summary and synthesis of findings from a research project
titled “Migrant Children Population: Contexts of Parenting, Access to Health Services
and Education in Special Economic Zones (SEZ) Mae Sot, Tak Province” conducted
in 2018 with support from the Thailand Research Fund (TRF). That research project
was aimed to investigate child rearing practices, access to health services and education
of migrant children (aged 0-14 years) who were born to cross-border migrant families
residing in Mae Sot District Special Economic Zone (SEZ), Tak province. Anticipated
impacts of the SEZ development on childrearing practices, access to health and education
of migrant children was also assessed in order to provide policy recommendations
for inclusive development of the area that would not leave anyone behind. Research
methodology used in field studies included both quantitative approach — conducting
structured questionnaire survey with 402 migrant families covering totally 803 migrant
children aged 0-14 years - and qualitative approach — conducting focus group discussion
and in-depth interviews with totally 65 representatives of migrant parents, relevant local

public authorities and private, non-governmental and community organizations.

Key findings are as follows: Among totally 803 migrant children, about three-
quarters were born in Thailand of which around 73.7 percent was registered the
birth. After age 15, about 71.5 percent of the children was planned by the family
to be living in Thailand. Regarding to education, younger migrant children at the
present seemed better accessing to education than the elder ones. Proportion of
the younger migrant children studying in Thai schools as compared to studying in the

NGO'’s learning centers was also found larger. Regarding to health insurance, a large

X Endwnd: 1na og la ogols



number of migrant children were not covered by any. In terms of accessibility to Thai
education and health insurance of migrant children, 4 factors that were significantly
influencing included: having birth registration, future plan of the family for the child
(whether to be in Thailand after age 15), perception of the caretaker about child’s

rights to education and health insurance and Thai language ability of the caretaker.

The special economic zone development in Mae Sot was not much progressed at
the time of field study, but in the long run expected to bring more number of migrant
workers as well as migrant children into the area. Due to a more-opened policy on the
application for Thai nationality, there seems more likeliness that migrant families would
raise their children in Thailand and send them to a Thai school rather than send them
back to the family in the country of origin. Education provided by the NGO’s learning
centers in the area, somehow, to some extents was seen more advantageous than
education in Thai schools in terms of multi-lingual and multiculturalism skills training.

Expected impacts of the SEZ on migrant health was, however, not so obvious.

Policy recommendations to enhance better access to Thai education and health
insurance of migrant children emphasize the importance of access to birth registration,
provision of knowledge about child’s rights to migrant families, support to mitigate
language barriers, and building awareness of migrant families about the importance of
education and health insurance of migrant children. Local authorities should consider
the possible benefits that migrant children could contribute to the SEZ development
in the future in order to design a long-term plan of human capital development to
support better access to education and health for them. The provision of education
should prioritize multilingual and multiculturalism skills training. Information about
possible educational pathway should be provided for migrant students. About health,
the initiative among relevant local authorities and organizations in the area on “school

health” should be continuously implemented and supported.
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